Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 LAGOS 04572 241538Z 
72 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 

LAB-06 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

NSC-07 PA-04 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 AID-20 SWF-02 

AGR-20 CG-00 DOTE-OO DRC-01 /154W 

026801 

R 241424Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4171 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY N 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 4572 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB.NI 

SUBJECT: LAGOS PORT STRIKE ENDS 
REF: LAGOS 4528 

SUMMARY: LAGOS PORT IS BACK AT WORK BUT INTERNECINE UNION 
STRUGGLE REMAINS UNRESOLVED. END SUMMARY 

1. LAGOS PRESS MAY 24 HEADLINES END OF PORT STRIKE AND 
RESUMPTION OF NORMAL ACTIVITY ON LAGOS AND APAPA DOCKS. 
ACCORDING NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS, RETURN OF STRIKERS TO WORK 
FOLLOWED MAY 23 MEETING BETWEEN UNION DELEGATION AND 
PORTS AUTHORITY MANAGEMENT, AT WHICH LATTER PROMISED 
INTERCEDE WITH LABOR MINISTRY FOR RECOGNITION OF ODULANA 
FACTION (CURRENTLY EXCLUDED FROM AMALGAMATED UNION). 
PORT MANAGER ALSO REPORTEDLY PROMISED DO HIS BEST TO 
ENSURE THAT NO STRIKERS WOULD BE PENALIZED FOR ACTION 
THEY HAD TAKEN. 
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2. CLEARING AGENTS CONFIRM THAT PORT OPERATIONS AT APAPA 
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ARE BACK TO NORMAL, AND THAT NO FURTHER STOPPAGE APPEARS 
IN OFFING. 

3. COMMENT: FROM INITIAL REPORTS, ODULANA APPEARS TO 
HAVE WON AT LEAST PARTIAL VICTORY BY GAINING RECOGNITION 
AS MAN WHO FINALLY BROUGHT STRIKE TO END. IT REMAINS 
HIGHLY DOUBTFUL THAT LABOR MINISTRY WILL BE SYMPATHETIC 
TO PROMISED INTERCESSION BY PORTS AUTHORITY ON HIS BEHALF, 

AS FMG HAS THUS FAR FIRMLY RESISTED HIS CLAIMS TO 
REPRESENT ANY SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT OF DOCKWORKERS. FURTHER 
SHOWDOWN REMAINS POSSIBLE IF ODULANA'S CLAIMS ARE ULTIMATELY 
REJECTED, BUT MOMENT OF DECISION HAS AT VERY LEAST BREN 
POSTPONED FOR SOME TIME. IN CONSEQUENCE, SHIPMENTS OF 
DROUGHT RELIEF SUPPLIES WILL HOPEFULLY CONTINUE TO FLOW 
THROUGH LAGOS/APAPA WITHOUT HINDRANCE FOR IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 
REINHARDT 
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